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MARCELLUS.

of such men as Flaminius and Varro. Demagogism had
seized the reins. What the Scipios in Spain had done was
due to their being good men beyond interference. Even Fa-
bius was not above acting on political prejudices in what he
did. His cunctatory policy was in part a protest to the in-
sane combativeness of Flaminius and Varro. It was the pres-
ent reconcilement of senate and people which gave back to
Eome her strength. She had been taught by bitter experi-
ence that she could not successfully conduct war with politi-
cal quarrels at home. She put her best men in command,
and kept them on the duty they showed they could perform.

Marcellus, who was the coming man, had received his
training, and a good one, against Hamilcar in Spain, and had
conducted the late wars against the Celts, in which he slew

Cannse to Kola.

with his own hand Britomartus, the king of the enemy, and
took his spoils. He was noted for strong military common-
sense as well as personal prowess. He had erected a temple
in Eome to Honor and Valor, of which he himself was the
embodiment. No man deserved better of the republic. Still,
splendid a character as Marcellus was, it was not he who res-
cued Eome. It was the Eoman citizen. Marcellus was but
the most useful of the citizens, and the most brilliant. He
was the first Eoman who combined boldness with caution.in the
